Patterns of adnexal inflammatory damage: Chlamydia, the intrauterine device, and history of pelvic inflammatory disease.
In a study of 204 consecutive infertile couples, 58 women with adnexal abnormalities consistent with prior pelvic infection were identified. The status of those 58 subjects with respect to prior pelvic infection, prior intrauterine device use, and serologic evidence of past chlamydial infection was correlated with the types of adnexal abnormalities identified. Women with serologic evidence of past chlamydial infection were more likely to exhibit severe adhesions and hydrosalpinx formation, and hydrosalpinx formation was related to a history of clinically detected pelvic infection.